PIRTON PARISH COUNCIL

Financial Statement — 15 April 2010 to 315 March 2011

An income and Expenditure Account for the 2010/2011 financial year is
attached. Amounts in some of the headings are broken down in detail on the
reverse and represent the day-to-day running costs of the Council, including
village maintenance and ongoing responsibilities.

Towards the end of each year the Council holds a Budget Meeting to review
the following year’s finances. The Council keeps a close check on expenditure
at its monthly meetings and controls the budget carefully. At the budget
meeting in December 2010, Councillors agreed that they wished to keep any
increase in the precept as low as possible, as the District Council would have
to make cuts to its expenditure in the coming year. However, the Parish
Council has a duty to provide allotments, and Councillors felt that some
increase would be necessary to help towards the costs of providing these.
After much discussion, it was resolved to increase the precept by 2% to
£26,700, which would result in a deficit for the year of £110.00. This modest
increase should also allow the Parish Council to meet its regular commitments
during the following year, as well as making grants to village organisations
that request financial assistance. It was no longer necessary to set aside
money for the Parish Plan, as this was not being proceeded with at this time,
but funds were set aside towards the production costs of regular newsletters
and also towards youth projects.

The Parish Council has been fortunate enough to receive a number of grants
to help with costs of various projects during this financial year, including
grants towards the improvements to the pond, including one of £500 made by
the Pumpkin Club. The Parish Council also received £750 from Nigel Brook’s
Locality Grant towards the work of preparing the allotments and £6,000 from
the Big Lottery Awards for All fund to cover the cost of installing water on the
allotments.

It had been noticed that Orange Communications had missed a review of the
rental paid to the Parish Council for the mast in the Recreation Ground. After
many requests and reminders, Orange had paid over £850 in back rent.
NHDC had informed the Parish Council that they believed the rent paid for the
mast was below market prices for such installations, and the Parish Council
had appointed an Agent to investigate this and to negotiate a new lease on
behalf of the Parish Council.
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